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REFLECTION ON WEEK 6 

“Education is not preparation for life; education is life itself’, says John Dewey. As long 
as we do not see the education as life itself, and keep it in theory or in the coursebooks, it will not 
have an effect on others life. So, learning things theoretically is just the peel of a fruit, to be able 
to see what is inside it, taste it, and to be able to have an opinion about it, we have to reach the 
core of the fruit. That is what observation experience is l ik e. 

In the 6 th week of ELT 310 school experience course, I had chance to observe three 
different classrooms from 2 nd grade of primary school students to 4 th grade of primary school. It 
was a good chance to see varieties in their learning environment whose ages range from 8-11. 

Classroom 2/D was our first class. We kindly asked the teacher of the classroom to switch 
Science class with Turkish class so that we could monitor teaching techniques for Turkish. She 
was so kind and friendly. She said, “It is okay, I can continue with Science class in the next 
lesson.” She got in the classroom with full of energy, spreading love and smile to each one of her 
students. She introduced us as other teachers. Students were going crazy with the idea of having 
two more teachers and screaming “oww great, we have now 5 teachers” which I assumed that 
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they also have some other students coming from our education faculty for the requirement of 
school experience course. 

This was the first time that I encountered with students from 2 nd grade of primary school. 
Even though there is just a year gap difference between 2 nd and 3 rd graders, physical differences 
l ik e height, development and behaviors are just as different as black and white. The same thing 
goes between 4 th graders and 3 rd graders too. Between these ages, 5 to 11, brain and physical 
development speeds up (Sowell, Thompson, Leonard, Welcome, Kan, & Toga, 2004). 

The teacher started the lesson with a break-state activity. It can be assumed as brain 
breaks too. 

“A brain break is a short period of time to change the route of incoming 
information. Break-state activities can help students focus their attention and 
refocus neural circuitry by stimulating which leads to an increase of activities in 
prefrontal cortex, where problem solving and emotional regulation occurs” 
(Desautels, 2015) 

The topic of the lesson was “Yerli mali”, domestic goods. First she asked students to read the text 
out loud. She picked one and let him read. All of the students were eager to read but there was 
not enough time for all of them to read one by one. Teacher was really organized. She was aware 
of what she had to do. Thus, while a student was reading the text and the others were following 
from the book, she started the smart board. It was an efficient tactic to use the time more 
efficiently. Until the smart board was ready, she already let couple of students read from the 


book. 
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The classroom management of the teacher was outstanding. There were few students 
whispering to each other and there was a kind of buzzing sound in the classroom which can be 
normal in young learners’ classroom. Once, a student complained to the teacher about a friend 
who was talking and she just warned them both with “shhhh” like meaning “you both keep the 
silence” 


She was always refering to their experience while she was talking about the topic. It 
would be better to touch upon that she was not actually talking about the topic but she was trying 
to activate their background knowledge the students contained in them. She was asking them 
questions indirectly which was leading the students to think about their environment, their 
experiences about the topic “domestic goods”. In one moment, a student just called the teacher 
and said, “ teacher, you know that I went to sister Ayse, and there was a wedding”, that was 
totally out of anything, but it is the nature of young children, she replied, “Oww really? Was it a 
nice experience, was it good?” He said, “ Yes it was”. The teacher said, “Alright then, next class 
in Life Lesson class, you can tell us about weddings”. I was surprised and happy of her respond 
to the irrelevant, out-off subject talk. If it was some other teacher the student would probably face 
a brutal response like, “Do not talk nonsense in the classroom, what does it have to do with our 
lesson so that I care about your wedding?” or if there would not be any verbal abuse or threat, 
there would be glare, furious stare. 

Next hour my friend and I went and asked another teacher to allow us in his lesson to 
observe. Usually, most of the teachers would not be willing to let you because it makes them feel 
uncomfortable to be watched by someone else, or thoughts of being criticized disturb them. 
However, Serdar teacher was happy to have us in his class. He was a cheerful person trying to 
joke with everything. He was trying to create puns to make joke to us and later to his students. 
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The lesson was Turkish and the topic was grammar. He would give them a multiple 
choice test but because he wanted to demonstrate us the way Turkish lesson is taught, he changed 
his tactic. Instead of giving test to students and ask them to do it on their own, he asked students 
one by one to go in front of the class and answer the questions. While he was calling students to 
the stage, he was not calling them by their names but instead, he was calling them by creating 
different connotations such as, “now for the 3 rd question, a person who is the most handsome 
person in all over the Balkan regions and middle east, who looks similar to me, is coming to 
stage”, and students would guess her or him from the funny description he provided them. This 
definitions later spoiled the kids and some of the kids started asking the teacher to call a specific 
person such as; “ teacher call the shortest dwarf one to the stage” or “ call the most babbler one”, 
yet there was no warning from the teacher to correct students or warn them not to talk about each 
other l ik e that. Even if there was a warning, it would not work since he was the bad example for 
the students. The course went l ik e that for half an hour and in the middle of lesson, his phone 
rang. He asked students for 30 seconds to talk on phone and he answered it. Students started to 
count till 30 with their fingers, after 30 seconds past, one of the students started saying that 30 
seconds were over. It was really a deliberate sign of how careful not just the teacher but all adults 
should be about promises, words, they give. My other experiences show similar results that if you 
promise something to kids, even if it is something so small and so stupid, they would not forget it 
and they will definitely ask for it in due time. Thus, as a teacher, we should be very careful about 
the words we utter, about the promises we give. After he ended his conversation on the phone, he 
asked us to continue with the lesson; he had to leave. He passed the flag to us. My friend and I 
did not hesitate for a minute even though I had some doubts and questions in my mind about how 
to teach Turkish while our expertise is English. Well when we started calling students one by one 
to the stage, it was clear that it was not different than teaching English at all. 
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While the lesson was smoothly running, students started to ease up more and started to 
chat after Serdar teacher left. This showed that students have more respect to their main teacher 
as I observed in other classrooms, too. However, it was not hard to control and create the silent 
atmosphere by just warning them to respect their friend and warning them to listen to their 
friends who was on the stage. There was a need for a quick reminder of a family issue. I asked 
them if they would l ik e to be the one who was not listened by their friends while on the stage, 
they replied as no, and I kept going by saying, “well do not forget that you are one big family, if 
you do not respect each other, if you do not listen to each other, you cannot function properly, 
respect and bounding together is what makes family a family. Never forget that you spend most 
of your time with friends from your classroom”. It was a good call and warning to keep students 
silent. After that they were more silent and we did not need to warn them anymore. 

There was one striking event that I will probably never forget till the end of my life. That 
is when I asked a student to come to the stage to answer one of the last remaining questions of the 
test. When I called him to the stage, there was death silence in the classroom. I repeated again 
with a friendly voice and encouraged the boy to come to the stage, but he did not budge. Then a 
student run towards me from the back of the classroom, came close to me and whispered to me 
“teacher, he is disabled”. I was surprised with the kindness of her. She did not want to harm his 
feelings. It was some emotional scene for me. I thought of how people later become cruel to 
children or humiliate disabled people. The cause of those humiliations of course is obvious, 
teachers like Serdar hoca who describes kids or people around them with unpleasant marks. Of 
course, him being disabled did not stop me from taking him to the stage and trying to show that 
he is just like one of them, just needs a little bit more attention. I took him by his hands and took 
him to stage, read the question for him and tried to demonstrate it. He had to recognize time of 
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the sentences, if it was done in the past or in the future. By demonstrating and saying, I 
encouraged him to say past. He was the happiest with the applause he got from the classroom. 

My friend and I spent the rest of the 2 hours in classroom 3/E. It was one of the most 
thrilling experience that I have had in ELT310 School Epxerience course because it was not just 
monitoring, but my friend and I substituted the teacher for an hour. Before, we prepared a lesson 
plan and materials and they were all perfect as our teachers in university would ask us. When it 
came to applying it to the real situation, to a classroom full of young children, it was totally some 
different story. It was not hard since we were two teachers in the classroom, one of us trying to 
teach the part that belongs to us, one of us was helping the other one. Everything was perfect. 
However, there were problems, especially with the part about classroom language. We tried to 
use English as medium of communication, however, it was hard for students to understand even 
though my friend and I gave our best to demonstrate every possible things. In one activity, I was 
sweating while trying to go and help students about the activity and try to explain them, a student 
went to my friend and said “Mustafa teacher talks in English, and we do not understand 
anything”. Proved to be easier for both students and teachers. Using LI in classroom discouraged 
through the years however, new findings suggest that LI usage in classroom can be beneficial 
and serve a great deal of purpose for second language teaching (Hunt, 2012 as it is cited in 
Ghobadi & Ghasemi, 2015). However, usage of LI should be kept minimally and it should be 
limited as much as possible in classroom to facilitate English (Shabir, 2017). 
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